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SUBJECT: UNION OF BURMA AIRWAYS CONSIDERS HAN OI-C ANTON -HONG KONG 
ROUTE 

SUMMARY: UNION OF BURMA AIRWAYS (UBA) IS TRYING TO ESTABLISH A 
NEW AIR ROUTE RUNNING FROM RANGOON TO BANGKOK, VIENTIANE, HANOI, 
CANTON AND HONG KONG. THIS WOULD BE THE FIRST AIR ROUTE DIRECTLY 
CONNECTING HONG KONG WITH A MAINLAND CHINA CITY AND ALSO THE 
FIRST HONG KONG-HANOI AIR LINK. HOWEVER, OFFICIALS HERE BELIEVE 
THAT PROSPECTS FOR THE ROUTE TO BE OPERATIONAL IN THE NEAR FUTURE 
ARE NOT GOOD. END SUMMARY 

1 . OFFICIAL BRITISH SOURCES INFORMED CONGEN OFF THAT UBA, UNDER 
THE PRODDING OF PRESIDENT NE WIN, HAS BEEN EXPLORING THE POSSI- 
BILITY OF ESTABLISHING A RANGOON-BANGKOK-VIENTIANE-HANOI-CANTON 
HONG KONG ROUTE. THE BURMESE DIRECTOR OF CIVIL AVIATION 
REPORTEDLY TRAVELED TO THE PRC THIS YEAR AND SECURED CHINESE 
AGREEMENT ON THE CANTON HONG KONG LEG. THE BURMESE ALREADY 
HAVE A LONG STANDING AGREEMENT WITH THE BRITISH ON A RANGOON- 
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AGREED TO UBA OVERFLIGHTS. 

2. THE BRITISH POINT OUT THAT THE FOLLOWING MAJOR DIFFICULTIES 
MUST BE RESOLVED BEFORE THE ROUTE CAN BE OPERATIONAL: 

A. TECHNICAL ARRANGEMENTS MUST BE MADE FOR HANDLING THE 
FLIGHTS BETWEEN CANTON AND HONG KONG. THE BRITISH INFORMED 
THE BURMESE THAT THEY ARE WILLING TO TALK TO THE CHINESE 
ABOUT THESE ARRANGEMENTS ON ANY LEVEL-DIPLOMATIC, CIVIL 
AVIATION OR CONTROLLER-BUT IT WAS UP TO THE BURMESE TO 
GET THE TALKS SET UP. 

B. GIVEN THE CURRENT STATE OF POOR RELATIONS BETWEEN THAILAND 
AND VIETNAM SINCE THE OCT. 6 CHANGE OF GOVERNMENT IN BANGKOK. 

THE THAIS MAIGHT HAVE OBJECTIONS TO BANGKOK BEING ON THE ROUTE. 
UBA OFFICIALS REPORTEDLY WOULD BE HAPPY TO SEE THE BANGKOK 
STOP DROPPED BUT NE WIN IS INSISTING ON IT. 

C. THERE WILL BE DIFFICULTIES FINDING PILOTS FOR THIS ROUTE. 
CONSIDERING THE NATURE OF THE ROUTE, IT WOULD BE IMPOLITIC 
TO USE EXPATRIATE PILOTS AND ALL THE UBA BURMESE PILOTS ARE 
SAID TO BE AT PRESENT IN JAIL ON CHARGES INVOLVING ILLEGAL 
POSSESSION OF FOREIGN CURRENCY. 

COMMENT: THE UBA CANTON HONG KONG LINK WOULD PROVE CONVENIENT 
FOR THE CHINESE, WHO ARE OBVIOUSLY INTERESTED IN INCREASING THEIR 
TIES TO THE OUTSIDE WORLD WHILE ENABLING THEM TO CONTINUE IN 
THEIR "PRINCIPLED STAND" OF NO PRC FLIGHTS TO HONG KONG SO LONG 
AS TAIWAN HAS ITS AIRLINE HERE. HONG KONG'S CATHAY PACIFIC 
DOES NOT FLY TO THE MAINLAND SINCE THEY PREFER THE MORE LUCRATIVE 
TAIWAN ROUTE. THE VIETNAMESE, WHO ARE CLEARLY EAGER TO IMPROVE 
TRADE RELATIONS WITH THE WEST, MUST CERTAINLY WELCOME THE PROS- 
PECTS OF A DIRECT LINK WITH A MAJOR AIR CENTER SUCH AS HONG KONG, 
SINCE VIETNAM-BOUND WESTERN BUSINESSMEN AND VIETNAMESE OFFICIALS 
ARE MOSTLY LIMITED TO THE CUMBERSOME CHOICES OF TRAVELING TO 
VIENTIANE OR TO NANNING (PRC). OFFICIALS IN HONG KONG NOTE THAT 
IF THE BURMESE FOLLOW THEIR USUAL PACE AT GETTING THINGS DONE, 

EVEN WITH UNIVERSAL AGREEMENT, IT WILL BE A LONG TIME BEFORE 
UBA EVER GETS AN AIRCRAFT TO MAKE THIS RUN. 
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